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The New York Times
229 West 43rd Street
New York, New York 10036

STAT

Dear

That was a strange performance in your reporting of the statement I
made in response to Senator Hart's citing as improper my not placing my
securities in a blind trust. I pointed out that Senator Hart had sat in
the Senate when the mandatory blind trust was rejected and disclosure
established instead as the appropriate method to protect the public
interest when officials sell or buy property.

The purpose of my brief-statement was to call attention to the fact
that Hart was there when the rules were established and now cries foul
at transactions which were contemplated at the time and which were handled
in every respect in conformity with those rules. The story in your
January 30 issue managed to entirely omit this central point, while i
reiterating Hart's politically motivated charges. It is hard to attribute
this handling of my explicit statement to accident or incompetence. |
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